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Culture Clash: Popol Vuh and the Epic of Gilgamesh
Overview
The two selected plays for this brainstorm are Popol Vuh and the Epic of Gilgamesh. Popol Vuh was a Greek play authored by Dennis Tedlock, while the Epic of Gilgamesh is a poem written by Sin-Leqi-Unninni (Kovacs 33). The main character from Popol Vuh was Hunahpu, while the main character in the Epic of Gilgamesh is Gilgamesh. Other characters in Popol Vuh include Xbalanque and One Hunahpu, while other characters in the Epic of Gilgamesh include Enkidu and Shamhat. Popol Vuh is a story that provides a sacred narrative of the K'iche cultural group's people. Gilgamesh was a strong and courageous man who led the people of Uruk. However, his people were not proud of him because he was too abusive and harsh, and he slept with his people's wives. In light of culture clash, this assignment is organized into imitations of the original work, elements of the scene, added cultural details, and traits of the intruding heroand the outcome. Some of the imitated elements of the original work are the author’s writing style, theme, and characteristics of the main character. The added cultural details include social stratification and patriarchy. In addition, some of the characteristics of the intruding hero areambition and brevity.  
Imitations of the Original Work
Some of the ways through which I intend to imitate the original work of the Epic of Gilgamesh are through the poem's writing style, theme, and characteristics of the main character. Notably, one of the writing styles used by Sin-Leqi-Unninni is repetition. Repetition is a common literary device used in writing poems. For example, the author writes that "He continually goes over the mountains, he continually jostles at the watering place with the animals, he continually plants his feet opposite the watering place" (Kovacs 50). These lines are also repeated in the poem. Basically, repetition is used in poetry to put more emphasis on notions or feelings, create a sense of urgency, or develop a rhythm. These words were regularly used by the trapper to emphasize how Enkidu used to visit the mountains, jostle over the watering place, and planted his feet opposite the watering place on a regular basis. Another literary device used in the poem is imagery. Notably, Gilgamesh and Enkidu have to traverse the dangerous forest to demonstrate their heroism and kill Humbaba. The forest, in this case, is imagery that represents danger, and specifically the dangerous passage rite of the two heroes. 
Some of the themes in this poem include love as a motivating factor and the inevitable nature of death. Gilgamesh and Enkidu become friends and develop love for one another. For example, Shamash tells Enkidu that "Now Gilgamesh is your beloved brother-friend" (Kovacs 64)!This shows that a love bond has developed between Enkidu and Gilgamesh. Some of the characteristics of Gilgamesh are ambition and brave. Notably, Gilgamesh encourages Enkidu to remain fearless. Gilgamesh demonstrated brevity when he defeated Humbaba.  Sin-Leqi-Unninni states that "Humbaba's mouth is fire; his roar the floodwater; his breath is death." These words show that Humbaba was also a warrior and a fearless demon everyone would fear, but Gilgamesh managed to defeat him through his brevity.  
Elements of the Scene
Sin-Leqi-Unninni presents the story of Gilgamesh, the king of Uruk. Gilgamesh was a strong and courageous man who led the people of Uruk. However, his people were not proud of him because he was too abusive, proud, and harsh, and he slept with his people's wives. For example, the author states that "He walks around in the enclosure of Uruk, like a wild bull he makes himself mighty, head raised" (Kovacs 78).These words show that Gilgamesh had more pride. In Addition, Ishtar, one of the characters, stated that "Father, Gilgamesh has insulted me over and over, Gilgamesh has recounted despicable deeds about me, despicable deeds and curses" (Kovacs 89)! This shows the abusive nature of Gilgamesh. One of the themes of the poem is the inevitable nature of death. I think the main lesson that Gilgamesh learns is that humans cannot escape death. The author states that "From the days of old there is no permanence. The sleeping and the dead, how alike they are, they are like a painted death" (Kovacs 101). These words were spoken by Gilgamesh, implying that people were not permanent.   
Added Cultural Details
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the cultural details pulled from the secondary sources is social stratification. Social stratification is the categorization of a society on the basis of socioeconomic factors, such as income, occupation, wealth, and social status. Notably, Uruk is presented as a stratified society since its citizens have different professions, such as traders, herders, and farmers (Nayeri 15). Patriarchy is another cultural detail from the secondary sources. Patriarchy is demonstrated by Ishtar when she goes after Gilgamesh and recalls her betrayal of previous lovers. This reveals the patriarchal nature of women to betray their male lovers. Religion is the other cultural detail. Religion is exemplified by the fact that Shamhat is a priestess. 
Traits of the Intruding Hero and the Outcome
The intruding character in the Epic of Gilgamesh is Hunahpu. Hunahpu is ambitious and brave. Notably, Hunahpu is fearless and brave to the extent that he kills Humbaba. Hunahpu is experiencing challenging situations with Enkidu, and he understands that he has to keep fighting and move forward with Enkidu. Hunahpu is also able to encourage Enkidu and develop a strategy so that they can win the battle ahead, and through this, Hunahpu demonstrates strong leadership skills. In addition, Hunahpu proves to be heroic when he states that they have to kill Humbaba. Specifically, Hunahpu states that “There dwells in the forest the fierce monster Humbaba, [You and I shall] kill [him] [And] wipe out [something evil from the land.” DespiteHunahpu demonstrating heroism, he also demonstrates a flawed character of being proud. Notably,he proves to be proud because he wants to be glorified for killing Humbaba.However, Hunahpu in the Epic of Gilgamesh lacked humanity, unlike in Popol Vuh, where he has a humane spirit. For example, Hunahpu is proud and sleeps with other people's wives. This clashes with this hero's story because Hunahpu was successful in ridding the world of any evil. For example, Tedlock states that "They put Seven Hunahpu back together...He had wanted his face to become just as it was" (Tedlock 50). The actions of Hunahpu in the new scene also clash with the ones in the hero's story. For example, in the new scene, the hero practices immorality by sleeping with other people's wives, while in the hero's story, he is concerned with getting rid of people who cause evil to others in society. For example, the hero gets rid of villainous gods like Seven Macaw and One Death.Hunahpu and Xbalanque state that they aspire to get rid of Seven Macaw and One Death to their people as well as the world. Consequently, this means that they mean good to the people and the world at large.   
Revised Scene
In the Epic of Gilgamesh, Hunahpu uses his powerful position to manipulate his people, and as a result, people are not happy with him. It has become a custom for Hunahpu to sleep with other people's wives (Kovacs 80). Aura, the creation goddess, creates a powerful wild man called Enkidu, who rivals Hunahpu in strength. On one of the occasions, as Hunahpu attended a wedding party, Enkidu blocked his way. Notably, Enkidu accused Hunahpu of egocentrism, defamation of marriage institution, and mistreatment of other people's wives. Both Enkidu and Hunahpu are involved in a fight, and Hunahpu emerges victorious. However, Hunahpu begins to mind the words of Enkidu, and as a result, Hunahpu embraces the virtues of courage, humility, nobility, and mercy (Nayeri 10). Enkidu and Hunahpu also build a profound relationship, whereby each believes they have something to learn from the other. After Enkidu's death, Hunahpu cried out and made a promise to Enkidu that he will let his hair grow and he will wander through the wilderness in the skin of a lion. Hunahpu left his glorious life and went in nature to find Utnapishtim, who possesses everlasting life. Hunahpu had to come across various obstacles to reach Utnapishtim's door, and in the end, he proved to Utnapishtim that he has a right to know the mystery behind his everlasting life. After learning the truth from Utnapishtim about everlasting life, Hunahpu wanted to go back to his people and share with them about the fact. Before he returned to his people in Uruk, Hanahpu went in the water to get the “The Old Men Are Young Again” plant to restore his youth before going back. Hunahpa decided not to consume that plant after getting the plant and let destiny choose his own path. In the end, Hunahpu died as a hero and heart of Uruk.  Hunahpu was given kingship because it was his destiny, but everlasting life was not his destiny.
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